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Fitness 
by 
LAURENCE HOUSMAN 


N the country’s present mood of 
confidence in coming victory, to 
suggest that there is a moral 

imperative for any limiting condition 
on the terms to be imposed may seem 
useless: it goes to deaf ears, “Un- 
conditional surrender” is still the 
popular cry; and will continue to be, 
with ever increasing insistence, so 
long as assurance of final victory—in 
a not too remote future—makes the 
bloody game still seem worth the 
candle, 

Yet before we have any moral right 
to make such a demand there are two 
pre-requisite conditions — one of 
which we have certainly not fulfilled, 
and the other we have no certainty 
that we have a mind to fulfil, even 
if we have the ability. 

The first condition is that only if 
we had no share of responsibility in 
bringing the war about have we any 
standing for assuming the 
‘ blameless attitude which the demand 


A Test of 


THE TRAGED Y | 4s cenws 


OF POLAND 


E major political crisis which has smouldered vehemently 

ever since the Russo-German partition of Poland in 1939, 

has become a blaze now that the Russian armies have crossed 
the boundaries of pre-1939 Poland. 


@t is no use entering into detailed 
| criticism of the various statements 
which have darkened counsel. - The 
most melancholy, the most significant 
and the most symbolic aspect of the 
Russo-Polish crisis is the nonsense it 
makes of the professed British reason 
for declaring war on Germany in Sep- 
tember 1939, We had bound ourselves, 
very foolishly, to defend the terri- 
torial integrity of Poland. The Ger- 
mans attacked it. The Russians joined 
in to partition it, taking rather more 
than was given them by the Curzon 
Line of 1920. 

At that time, the general attitude 
in Britain—which, on the whole, knew 
even less about Poland than it did 
about Czecho- Slovakia — was 


Observer’s 
Commentary 


Poland was being crucified not be- 
tween, but by two thieves. The attack 
by Germany on Russia, and the ensu- 
ing alliance between Britain and 

ussia, changed the public reputation 
of Russia. But the fact remains that 
Britain entered this war to defend the 
territorial integrity of 1939 Poland, 
and the first solid result of the war is 
that a substantial slice of that terri- 
tory will be permanently taken from 
her by Britain’s ally. f 


for unconditional surrender implies. | After “Liberation” 


The other is that only if we have the 
will and the ability to make a wholly 
just peace, undistorted by self-interest 
ot a misdirected desire for vengeance, 
can it be deeent or safe for so much 
power over five or six defeated nations 
to be placed in our hands. 


DISQUALIFIED BY PAST 


For the first condition no-one with 
an honest memory about the past can 
pretend that we have qualified. 

One has only to list our evasion 


of the Fourteen Points—the terms on | 


which Germany surrendered in 1918; 
our substitution of a dictatod for a 
negotiated peace; our untruthful in- 
sistence on Germany’s acceptance of 
the “sole war guilt” clause, and our 
subsequent refusal to have that clause 
cancelled: our “Victory Blockade” 
which, when the war was over, caused 
the death by starvation of thousands 
of German women and children; our 
condonation of Poland’s violation of 
the Treaty, when she wrested from 
German territory which, by a plebis- 
cite vote of sixty per cent. of its 
inhabitants, should have remained 
German: and later our condonation of 
the French occupation of the Ruhr— 
all thege acts of oppression and in- 
justiee done by ourselves or, with our 
consent, by others, contributed (by 
the deep and lasting resentment which 
they caused throughout Germany) to, 
bring about the present war. 

Nor does this accusation depend on 
the pacifist standpoint, It was the con- 
sidered judgment, shortly before the 
war ,of Lord Lothian, when about to 
become our Ambassador to the United 
States, that we had produced Hitler. 
And by producing ‘Hitler, without any 


(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


PASSING THE TORCH 


‘WO readers of over 70. years of age have 

recently implemented their promise to 

put by 5s. a week each for the Peace News 

Fund: and it has resulted in a gubstantial 

addition. This concern of the older generation 

that the torch may be carried off ig touching 

and inspiring. It reminds us too that, though 

many of the problems which confront pacifists 

i are new, the spirit which discerns the problems 

and which must give us the insight and the 
! courage to solve them is eternal: 


| Contributions since Jan. 7: £19 18s, 10d. 


Total to date: £5,082 1s. 3d. 


IHIS is significant and symbolic. 
We may judge from it how con- 
trary to the expectations and profes- 
sions of the British Government will 
be the best of the results of the war. 
Disappointing is too mild a word: the 
results of this war will be devastating 
to British expectations. The Polish 
fiasco—or the Polish tragedy, 
there are elements of both in the situ- 
ation—is typical of the world of 
illusion in which our statesmen live, 
dream, and destroy. They have al- 
ready liberated Southern Italv to the 
freedom of apathy, anarchy, devasta- 
tion, and typhus; Poland is now 
liberated into partition. 

As is fitting, the fate of Poland is, 
in the hands of Russia, more forth- 
right, and more indicative of a toler- 
able future for its imhabitants, than 
is the fate of Southern Italy. The 
Russians at least know what they 
want and are determined to have: 
they also have the pattern of a new 
social, economic, and political order 
which they believe to be the best, and 
which they intend to set up in Eastern 
Poland. It is a drastic kind of sur- 
gery, but it offers some sort of health 
in the end. We have nothing to offer 
Southern Italy except collapse and 
decay. 


Poland’s Nemesis - and Ours 


7 RUE, the Poles have to pay 

grievously for the megalomania 
and sham socialism of Pilsudski who, 
egged on by the capitalist demo- 
cracies of the West—France and 
Britain in particular—seized on the 
specious opportunity presented by 
Russia’s post-revolutionary weak- 
ness. Lenin was all for a just, even 
a generous settlement with Poland; 
but Pilsudski—with the spirit of 
Polish nationalism behind him— 
would not have it. After twenty 


years of hectic renascence, Polish 
imperialism is in ruins, 
It is a grim Nemesis. But who 


can say it was not deserved, or that, 
within the possibility of a world of 
power-politics, the settlement which 
the Russians are now reported to be 
offering (Observer, Jan, 9)—roughly, 
the Curzon line—is not as good as 
the Poles had any reason to hope 
for? Considered as a purely Polish 


THE EDITOR’ | nemesis, it is not undeserved. Con- 
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sider the fact that, even now, the 
Polish Government in _ partibus, 


claiming all its pre-1939 territories, 


for _ 


contains not a single representative 
of the national minorities which it 
treated so badly. 

But that Britain, which condoned 
Polish imperialism, should escape her 
share of the nemesis, is most un- 
likely. She has got away with her 
policy of vicarious sacrifice once too 
often. The swift collapse of Polish 
imperialism is premonitory of the 
less conspicuous collapse of her own. 


Curzon Line Settlement ? 


‘THE Polish Government is, of 
™ course, playing a bluff which can 
too easily be called. Actually, in 
Eastern Poland, the Polish resistance 
movement is negligible. The Rus- 


that gsians themselves saw to that by their 


mass-deportation of the Polish 
middle-class, The much more numer- 
ous class of peasants who were left 
have little sympathy with the Polish 
land-owners who exploited them. 
Leaving out of acount as suspect the 
“democratic plébiscite,’” we may 
fairly assume that a majority of the 
inhabitants of Poland to the east of 
the Curzon Line would sooner be in- 
corporated in USSR than remain 
Polish subjects. For the Polish 
Government to talk as though it 
could control the attitude of those 
inhabitants to the Russian army is 
characteristic high-falutin, 

But if and when the Russian army 
gets to the Curzon Line, the situa- 
tion will be different. Then begins 
ethnically Polish territory. The re- 
sistance movement, against both 
Germany and Russia, may be des- 
perate. 


Russo - American Relations 
ONE Possible consequence of. the 
Russo-Polish dispute is the open- 


ing of a breach between USA and 
USSR. Mr. Wendell Willkie must be 
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Why Not Use it for 
Peace ? 


g AN’S propensity for de- 
struction would seem to 
be unlimited,’ wrote Major- 
General J. F. C. Fuller in the 
Evening Standard, Jan. 4 

“In the last war it was the 
artillery battle; in this war it is 
air bombardment. 

“By means of the one he 
obliterated entire battlefields, and 
by doing so denied to himself all 
possibility of exploiting the initial 
success gained by becoming 
bogged in the slough he created. 
By means of the other he has 
annihilated great cities and vast 
industrial areas, and in conse- 
quence, has pulverized the very 
foundations upon which eventual 
peace must one day be built.” 

Gen. Fuller declared that the 
probable development of the 
rocket-bomb—is this the German 
“secret weapon” ?—will enable one 
nation to wage against another “a 
war of maximum annihilation 
without moving a man or a 
machine.” 

“All one can pray for is that 
man having devised so annihilat- 
ing a weapon, against which, so 
far as can be seen, no defence is 
possible, the absolutism of the 
attack will open his eyes to the 
madness of his actions.” 

“Instead of squandering his 
God-given genius in devising } 
newer and more powerful means of 
destroying his kind, will not be 
see how infinitely more profitable 
it would be for him, and the world 
at large, were he to direct that 
genius towards creative ends, and 
thereby fashion a state of inter- 
national peacefulness in which the 
memories of absolute war will fade 
into oblivion like an evil dream’? 


C.O.s in 


RUSSIA 


Mr, Runham Brown, Hon. Sec. of the War Resisters’ International, gives 
here the facts about conscientious objectors before the war in the USSR, as 
they have been carefully collected during the last 20 years by the WRI. 


FrroM 1923 to 1927 the WRI re- 

~ ceived regular lists of Russian 
War resisters (COs) who refused 
military training. We had their 
names and addresses and much 
information about them. We wrote 
to them in prison and _ received 
replies, 

1927—1929. It became more diffi- 
cult for our Russian section to send 
this information but it eame at 
irregular intervals. 


1929—1933. No names could be 
sent, but the number of war resisters 
known to be in prison was given. 
Among them were Tolstoyans, Bap- 
tists, Evangelical Christians, Adven- 
tists, Theosophists, and Malevantzy. 

The sentences imposed varied from 
14 to 9 years, though the law pre- 
scribed a maximum of 5 years: how 
three resisters got nine years was 
not explained. It is worth noting that 
the objectors were sentenced not as 
war resisters, but for “using the pre- 
text of religion to avoid military 
service.” 

About this time a few objectors 
were given afforestation work as an 
alternative. 

ALL NEWS CENSORED 

1933—1938. No news of war re- 
sisters was allowed to pass the 
Russian censor ,but veiled hints were 
received from our Moscow comrades 
that resistance continued. 

News did, however, come through 
of various agricultural communities 
having been set up in different parts 
of the Union consisting of large 
numbers of people who came from all 
parts of the Soviet Union and who 
endeavoured to build a new type of 
communal living based on brother- 
hood and love without violence. 


-single request for exemption _ . 


The members of these communities 
were all war resisters, and although 
they had many difficulties they were 
allowed py the Soviet to exist. The 
WRI was able to give some of them 
financial help in the purchase of 
seeds, ate. 


THE NEW LAW 


1939. K. Y¥. Voroshilov, People’s 
Commissar of Defence of the USSR, 
in recommending the draft of the 
new law for universal military ser- 
vice, declared: 

“The new law does not contain a 
section on exemption from military 
service for reasons of religious con- 
viction. There is no longer any need 
whatsoever to include such a section 
in the new law. Not a single request 
for exemption from military service 
on account of religious conviction 
was received in the 1987 and 1988 
drafts.” 


Note Voroshilov’s words: “Not 2 
. on 
account of religious conviction,” and 
then note that the law provided only 
for religious objectors who were for 
many years members of certain re- 
ligious sects, which sects were recog- 
nized by the Soviet Union and in 
eases where the narents and ante- 
cedents of the war resister had for 
many years previously belonged to 
that religious sect. Tolstoyans were 
not recognized by the Soviet as a 
religious sect at all. 

It might be easier fér a camel to 
pass through the eye of a needle than 
for a resister to qualify, even for 
application for exemption. 

1939—1944. 
has become of the war resisters, 
shall discover later. 


We 


° 


We do not know what 
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How Long? 


OW long wili it take mankind to 

advance beyond the necessity of 
war’? How long will it be before war 
is universally regarded as a re- 
gressive habit, which reached an 
intolerable extremity—when? Will 
the future historian look back and 
say that the final paroxysm ~egan 
in 1939? 

On the face of it, it seems hardly 
probable that he will. The triumphs 
of the Russian army may soon be as 
spectacular as the triumphs of the 
French revolutionary armies under 
Napoleon, Everything seems set for 
the creation of a new military 
legend; and nothing is more ominous 
for the immediate future of civiliza- 
tion than the establishment of the 
new military academies in Russia, 
for the deliberate purpose of educat- 
ing a new class-conscious class of 
professional soldiers, with privileges 
to correspond to their social import- 
ance, There is a depth of prophetic 
significance in the recent official in- 
struction that Soviet officers are not 
to be seen carrying babies. Nothing 
more endeared the old French army 
to a civilized mind than the fact that 
its officers were often to be seen 
carrying babies. It was a homely 
and convincings reminder that the 
French’ army was a people’s army 
after all. And so it had remained 
for more than a hundred years. 
Perhaps that 1s the real reason why 
it failed in 1940. Perhaps the 
Frenchman knew, within him, that 
total war was total death. “Il faut 
en finir”—“there must be an end of 
it’—the popular phrase in France 
that we interpreted to suit our 
wishes, is capable of another mean- 
ing than military vietory. Perhaps 
the average Frenchman had _ the 
courage of defeat: half-hearted and 
uncertain, but enough. 

If that be so, France may yet 
again be the breeding-ground of hope 
for the nations. France is a great 
nation—supreme in the arts of life; 
and if France can break the vicious 
circle of blood and iron in which 
humanity is now clamped, the mind 
of the world will follow. A simple 
gesture on a great scale is required. 
It is not impossible that it will come 
from France, Do not imagine that 
France is represented by de Gaulle, 
or that its metropolis is Algiers. 
Strange things may happen yet. 

. It needs a simple gesture from a 
great nation to break the vicious 
circle.. For the whole world is mad. 
Do not forget that, even though you 
may seem to yourself momentarily a 
madman for believing it. Believe it 
fearlessly, and say it fearlessly, For 
it is the truth. The whole world now 
keeps itself going by the insane 
charity of total war. The whole 
world is engaged in keeping its pro- 
ductivity at! maximum in order to 
give away all it can. The world was 
never so busy or so prosperous or so 
determined to give things away as 
it is today. As soon as it stops, the 
real pandemonium will begin. For 
the world will not be able to give 
things away wtihout undergoing a 
revolution in its morality. 

Russia has not achieved that revo- 
lution. She is reverting to the old 
familiar and insane pattern. Whether 
she has enough inward vitality to 
overcome her own regressiveness 
who can say? The omens are against 


it. Nevertheless, the moral revolution: 


will come, Somewhere it will break 
through. The charity of Hell will 
give place to what seems now like 
the charity of Heaven; but will 
appear to the citizen of the future 
as nataral as’ the dropping of 
100,000 tons of bombs is natural to 
the citizen of today. 
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Sanctify Our Delinqueney 


of the 


S the war years pass and the triumph of Democracy 
approaches, the guardians of our national morale are in- 
creasingly concerned with the decline in standards of youth- 


ful hbiehaviour. 


This is strange. ‘Though the victory 
of Virtue over Vice is now in sight 
(official), the incidence of juvenile 
Vice seems to increase proportionately 
with the output of Virtue’s armament. 


Moral Welfare Councils and Educa- 
tion Authorities meet jointly to dis- 
cuss the alarming spread of hooligan- 
ism and call for legislation to combat 
the increase of sexual immoralitv. 
Convocation devotes half its sessions 
to deploring the increase of dishonesty 
and the decline of parental control. 

One senses a shock of surprise 
among these precentors. Our youth 
are not reacting in the right way to 
the Crusade. 

They seem strangely impervious to 
its purifying effects. They appear un- 
accountably indifferent to the nobility 
of the Cause to which, on reaching the 
statutory age, they are automatically 
dedicated. x¥ 


T is an inexplicable phenome- 

non. I could quote innumer- 
able distinguished preceptors.s 
ecclesiastical and lay, to prove it 
should not be thus. 


We were given to understand, on 
the best authority, that united service 
to a noble purpose would raise us all 
to that higher plane of selfless devo- 
tion where the great light that haloes 
all is the passionate bright Endeavour. 

By War’s Great Sacrifice (they told 
us) the World Redeems Itself, Or it 
would this time, anyway. But these 
children seem to be immunized. Their 
redemption doesn’t take. I hope it’s 
nothing to do with those anti-diph- 
theria injections. 


by 
OWLGLASS 


In short, it has dawned upon the 
authorities that the war isn’t doing 
these kids any good, and the discovery 
is as painful as it seems to have been 
unexpected. * 


mus confronts us with an 
embarrassing problem. Are 
we to stop the war because it 


corrupts our young? 

Are we to put munition-working 
mothers back into domesticity or for- 
bid munition-making fathers to work 
overtime, to prevent the disruption of 
family life? Are we to break off the 
re-education: of Germany in order to 
re-educate the home-grown criminals 
in the next street? 

Clearly that is impossible. 

Yet we cannot leave the situation 
where it is. We cannot permit our 
leading moralists to remain indefinite- 
ly in the embarrassing position of 
having to applaud the Cause while 
deploring the Effect. 

‘Something must be done, and there 
is only one thing to do. We must treat 
Juvenile Delinquency as we treat any 
ef those other regrettable but un- 
avoidable accompaniments of world- 
saving: we must raise it to the status 
of a war-time necessity. 


* 


you know the process. We 
have seen it done in the case 
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Peace Through 
Victory? 


I WAS glad to see your leading 
article “Stab in the Back” 
(Dec, 24). You do well to drive home 
the stupidity of supposing that the 
legend of German bravery and skill 
in war can be destroyed by enforcing 
“unconditional surrender.” If a new 
stab-in-the-back theory were needed, 
the defection of Italy would provide a 
better stab even than the industrial 
strikes in Germany of 1917-1918. It 
is indeed already being used by 
German propaganda. . 

But, as you point out, the very fact 
of overwhelming force will help to 
convince the Germans that their 
defeat was not morally deserved. 
Almost every day their radio drives 
this home, explaining away with- 
drawals and losses by stressing the 
overwhelming superiority of. the 
enemy in numbers and material, A 
revealing phrase daily heard in the 
official German  war-reports is 
“Abwehr-Erfolg” or “success in de- 
fence,” with emphasis on “success.” 

We do not need to wait until events 
at the conclusion of this war prove 
the truth of your contention. It is 
plain enough from what happened at 
the end of the last. At Cologne, the 
returning German armies passed 
under a triumphal arch set up to 
weicome them, on which was _ dis- 
played the legend: “TO THE 
IHEROES OF YESTERDAY, TO 
THE UNDEFEATED OF TODAY, 
TO THE CONQUERORS OF TO- 
MORROW.” 

The very fact of defeat in war 
would seem to throw up its own alibi, 
and beget the determination some 
day to make good. We can assume 
the effect of double defeat! 


Mr. Kleffens, thé Netherlands 
Foreign Minister, broadcasting from 
Radio Orange on Dec. 28, gives 
evidence in support of your thesis. 
“Germany is going to losé this war,” 
he said, “and that will breed a spirit 
of revenge.” 

His idea of meeting this danger is 
not the modification of the uncon- 


ditional surrender policy, but the 
truly terrifying creation of two 
gigantic power-blocks, He sees 


“America, Canada, and the British 
Dominions as the arsenal and vast 
reservoir of power, with England as 


the EDITOR 

the base and the west European 
mainiand . . . as a bridgehead”— 
against what? I suppose against a 
completely defeated Germany ny) 
whom, as he says, the spirit of 
revenge will have been bred by 
unconditional surrender? So much 
for winning the peace. As Mr. 
Kleffens continues, “This formidable 
block would find its eastern” counter- 
mart in Russia, and if all this could 
be achieved, it looks as though a long 
period of peace were guaranteed.” 
Does it? CORDER CATCHPOOL 
49 Parliament Hill, N.W.3. 


Pacifists, when they read of the 
projected plans for the maintenance 
of world peace after the Allies have 
obtained “unconditional surrender,” 
might deplore their intentions, but 1 
suggest that if thought is given to 
the problem in the light of the kind 
of world in which we live, they must 
admit that armed force in the handg 
of the strongest power possible offers, 
at the moment, the only attainable 


solution for Europe. 

I believe that the majority of the populations 
of all the countries who have experienced 
modern war prefer an armed peace, with an 
international] police force ready to stamp out 
the slightest sign of armed violence, to an 
uneasy unarmed peace, with its blocs, pacts, 
and treaties. These people are motivated to- 
wards the easiest solution—ignoring the ter- 
rible risks of failure—but a solution which 
does offer a possible thirty years of “peace.” 
Politically, that’s all they want, as the job—or 
baby—is then passed on to the next generation. 
Sut all the same the idea is realistic. 

_This world is rotten, and only the rottenest 
aims and most selfish objects will appeal to its 
peoples. The pacifist is an almost infinitesimal 
mimority in this world, ang in such circum- 
stances he can only function to one end— 
keeping the light of decency ang reason going 
till the madness and roftenness work them- 
selves out. This may come through sheer 
suffering—or it may not come at all. 

Meanwhile the pacifist can find plenty to 
occupy his time preparing for the probable 
period of disillusionment by the spread of sane 
ideas and trying to alleviate as much as pos- 
sible the sufferings of so many victims of the 
maddest and filthiest of “civilizations.” 

38 Dominic Drive, S.E.9. C, J. VARNEY 


In view of the many claims on our very limited 
space, correspondents are urged to keep their 
letters under 250 words. + 


“Thais story ought to be published” 


bombing of foreign 


civilians. 
First we said it was barbarous and 


impermissible. Then we admitted it 
did sometimes happen accidentally, 
but only the enemy did it on purpose. 
Then we discovered it was unavoid- 
able, but consoled ourselves with the 
reflection that it lowered enemy 
morale and would end the war sooner. 
And the papers began to publish pic- 
tures of demolished enemy houses and 
churches, to get us used to the idea. 

Finally, the press gave figures of 
enemy civilian casualties because they 
knew it was good news. The process 
was complete. Baby-killing had _ be- 
come a military necessity. It had been 
raised from a forbidden barbarity to 
an instrument of divine justice, sanc- 
tified in the defence of civilization. 

“Bombing is legitimate,” said Mr. 
Attlee, in reply to some squeamish 
MPs who wished we could do without 
it. And if you ask by what law, I must 
refer you to our Unwritten Constitu- 
tion. 

Ba 


WE must apply the same pro- 

cess to Juvenile Delin- 
quency. We know now that we 
cannot run’ 2a war without it. 
Thetefore it is a military neces- 
sity. 

It is, in fact, essential to the sal- 
vation of Democracy and the estab- 
lishment of the 57 Freedoms. 

Can one therefore say that it is a 
Bad Thing? Clearly not. If necessity 
knows no law, law must recognize 
necessity, and Juvenile Delinquency 
must be made “legitimate.” 

After all, I remember a lot of good 
old Freudian arguments in favour of 
loose morals. I daresay they’re still 
lying around somewhere, As the old 
adage says—never throw anything 
away, for you never know when you 
may find a use for it. 

There is no evading this logic. If 
loose morals and the abolition of home 
influence are inseparable from world 
salvation, it is not only unreasonable 
and unpatriotic to try and stop them. 
It is also a- waste of breath. , 

roe shall we talk about something 
else? 


WALTER GOEHR 
ORCHESTRA 
with 


Peter Pears (tenor), Dennis 


Brain (horn) in programme of 
Handel, Mozart, Tippett, Britten; 
at 


FRIENDS HOUSE 
EUSTON ROAD, N.W I. 


Sunday, January 16th 
2.80 p.m. \ 
in aid of Friends Relief Service 
(Admission by programme, 4s. and 2s. 6d., 


from‘ Euston 5896, usual agencies or at 
door). 
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ZUIMION 


ENABLE YOU TO 
SING PERFECTLY IN ESPERANTO 


Esperanto resembles Italian, but it 

is much easier to read and pronounce 

DEMONSTRATIONS WILLINGLY 
GIVEN 

“Key to Esperanto” 


(All the grammar, pronunciation, 2,000 
Esperanto roots and their meanings) 


“Kantaro Esperanta” Sth ANE seo TG 
(Esperanto words of 358 well-known songs) 


“Kantu Ni!” ada rae ag cians 
(Over 30 well-known songs with music) 
“Esperanto for Beginners” ate on 4d. 
“Esperanto Home-Student” 11d. 
“Practical Course’ 2/3 


All prices post free 
Particulars from Organiser: 
W. J. BRIGDEN, 

125 Drakefield Road, S.W.17. 


Ea, 
said Dr, Alex Wood. Here it is: 


FOUR YEARS 


OF WAR 


Personal stories of war-resisters in all parts of the world, collected 
from the records of the War Resisters’ International by the W.R.I. 
Secretary 


GRACE M. 


BEATON 


Price 6d. (post free 7d.) from the publishers, 
W.R.I.. 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex, 
or P.P.U. Bookshop, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.1 


STUDY 


VWO months ago I wrote in this column 
about the Study Handbook ‘‘Education for 
Peace” and the Study Conference in London 
which was then due to take place. Several 
correspondents have wanted to know more 
about the conference. It was a small one, but 
six Areas sent official representatives. No 
report was issued, for the obvious reason that 
all the main proposals were already printed in 
the pamphlet. 

One or two things emerged in the discussion 
which do perhaps call for further comment. 
The delegates themselves were eager to stimu- 
Jate study in the PPU, but .they spoke of 
apathy among the groups. Few, they thought, 
did any regular group study. Some might be 
persuaded to do so if presented with a concrete 
plan, Almost none were likely to strike out on 
their own. 


These comments confirmed my own feeling 
about the condition of many PPU groups, and 
although the problem is so fundamenta] that it 
lies outside the particular scope of my work on 
Study, perhaps I may be allowed one comment. 
Isn't it true of many of us that theory and 
action have drifted too much apart, or even 
that action has almost ceased, so that theory 
becomes ever more general and less satisfying? 
If this is so, part of the remedy is to relate 
our Study more closely to our activities as PPU 
members, and that is one of the dominating 
ideas behing the plan outlined in ‘‘Education 
for Peace.” 


But there is also some suggestion that groups 
are tired of studying pacifist subject matter, 
whether in genera] terms or in relation to our 
immediate activities. Would it be easier to get 
Study going on non-pacifist subjects, on some 
general inquiry into Economics, Psychology, 
Religion, Philosophy, Political Theory? On 
such subjects might we not also work in co- 
operation with non-pacifists in joint discussion 
groups? 

This may indeed be the solution for some 
groups. We have been careful to disclaim any 
wish to “organize” Study into some precon- 
ceived shape of our own devising. We are con- 
cerned to encourage the development of every 
talent in our very varied movement. But we 
had to take some broad decision before the 
Study pamphlet could be written at all, and 
the Council’s opinion was that the job of the 
PPU was to study pacifism and work out its 
immediate and ultimate applications. This is a 
job no non-pacifist organization will undertake. 
Where we want to join with non-pacifists we 
shall usually find that they are already pro- 
viding thoroughly good study courses on the 
more general subject-matter. A glance at the 
notes in the short directory appended to “Edu- 
cation for Peace’ will show some of the 
possibilities, 

Meanwhile we do need more information 
about what groups are or are not doing in the 
way of Study this year. Please be responsible 
for seeing that your group sends me a report 
this month if it is one of the many that over- 
looked the appeal for such information two 
months ago. I hope to be speaking to groups 
in the North-West Area at the end of this 
month, and among the London groups Tom 
Lovatt is available to talk on Study and report 
on the conference. He should be approached 


through the Area Office. 
ROY WALKER 


‘“‘MORE — AND 


QUICKLY ! IS 


EUROPE’S CRY 


R. A. P. Cawadias, of the Greek Red Cross, concluded his important 
speech at the recent delegate conference organized by the Famine 
Relief Committee with an urgent plea for an immediate extension of 

relief. “Greece must have “more—and quickly” for she was receiving only 


29% of the necessary calories. 
“things slow, red tape, and so on?” 

It is what we are all wondering. 
Professor Emile Cammaerts, speak- 
ing of conditions in Belgium, and the 
French spokesman who read a paper 
by General Cisé, gave the same im- 
pression, More must be done for 
Belgium and France—and quickly. 

When, after these speeches, the 
deputation which had waited upon 
Lord Selborne returned, virtually 
empty-handed, only the Bishop of 
Wakefield’s plea averted a strong 
resolution of dissatisfaction at the 
Minister’s reply. 

The only concession was on Greece, 
and of this no details were given to 
the deputation—or they were not free 
to repeat them—although the Ministry 
had already disclosed the figures to a 
correspondent and they had been 
given to the press by the Food 
Relief. Campaign two days before the 


conference. The Ministry states that 
foodstuffs at present allocated 
monthly for despatch from Canada 
ard the United States to Greece are: 
Wheat ore nee 68D .. 15,000 tons 
Dried beang and peas PC» Ae 
Soup powder ay 800° &s 
Tinned milk ... 600 ,, 
Ovaltine powder 20s 
Rice... 250 


“The following monthly supplies 
will be allocated from January 1944 
onwards,” the Ministry continues: 


“Pilchard loaf ae se 100 tons 
Tinned squid ae 6o5 200 ~,, 
Ground fish ae ne ae 400 ,, 
Tinned pilchard, herrings, and 

mackerel] 200 ~,, 


“The items from “Ovaitine. down- 
wards are additional to supplies pre- 
viously available.” 


WORDS OF 


PEACE 
* 


a short anthology by 
George LI. Davies 
e, 


4d. (post free 15d.) 


PPU Bookshop, 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1 


Could there not be an end, he pleaded, to 


This concession is welcome; but once more 
it is too iiitle and too late, > 

Vera Brittain voiced the view of many dele- 
gates earlier in the conference when she drew 
attention to the Kershner Plan and to the 
growing support for it in the United States, 
and it is very satisfactory to know that the 
Famine Relief Committee will now give serious 
consideration to this scheme. 

Mary Harland, of the Merseyside Famine 
Reief Committee, asked that Vera Brittain 
should be co-opted to the Committee to put 
that point of view, and this proposal also is 
to be considered. Mr. Martin Parr, who pre- 
sided over the conference, said that both the 
Foreign Office and the Ministry of Economic 
Warfare had made it clear that they knew the 
limited proposal of the Famine Relief Commit- 
tee was only “‘the thin end of the wedge.” 

That being so, it is easy to understand -why 
the Ministries have been as inflexible on the 
limited proposa! as they could be on any wider 
plan, and the strongest argument for limited 
and inadequate relief is answered. The candid 
policy is now, as it always was in reality, the 
best. Food relief workers should ask for what 
they believe is necessary and possible to save 
the women and children in the accessible occu- 
pied countries. That is, for something like the 
Kershner Plan. 


WORDS OF PEACE—55| 


Inspiring History 


HE history of men who have been 
prime agents in those great 
moral and intellectual revolu- 

tions which from tume to time take 
place among mankind is not less im- 
portant than that of statesmen and 
conquerors. If it has not to treat of 
actions wherewith the world has rung 
from side to side, it appeals to the 
higher part of our nature, and may 
perhaps excite more salutary feeling, 
a worthier interest, and wiser medi- 
tations, 

The Emperor Charles V, and his 
rival of France, appear at this day 
infinitely- insignificant, if we compare 
them with Luther and Loyola; and 
there may come a time when the name 
of Wesley will bé more generally 
known, and in remoter regions of the 
globe, than that of Frederic or of 
Catherine. For the works of such men 
survive them, and continue to operate, 
when nothing remains of worldly qm- 
bition but the memory of its vanity 
and its guilt. ; 

Southey’s Life of John Wesley 
(Hutchinson’s Library of 
Standard Lives), p. 3. 
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6th Court-Martial 
for “Witness” 


"PHE release of Stanley Hilton has 

brought into greater prominence 
the rather similar case of Gilbert G. 
Lane, of Wallington, Surrey, who has 
Yow been remanded for a sixth court- 
martial at an army unit in the West. 

At his first court-martial on Mar. 12, 1941 
Gilbert Lane was sentenced to 28 days’ deten- 
tion, after which he accepted mon-combatant 
service, But in+the following February he 
again refused to serve and was sentenced to 
three’ months’ imprisonment. He applied to 
the Appellate Tribunal but his application was 
dismissed. His next sentence was six months’ 
detention, and after serving this he was given 
$8 days' imprisonment; his further tribunal 
application was dismissed. 

On Dec. 31, 1942, Gilbert Lane’s fifth court- 
martial awarded him 18 months‘ detention, 
which gave him no right to appear before a 
tribuna]. The Central Board for COs entered 
4 vigorous protest against this and similar 
sentences by the same tourt-martial, but the 
War Office refused to intervene. 


Like Stanley Hilton, Gilbert i 
Jehovah’s Witness. a pre alt 


C.0.’s Entertainment Work 


Work “as a producer and manager 
of an entertainment company” was 
the unusual addition to the conditions 
of registration as a conscientious ob- 
Jector made by the Appellate Tribunal 
recently in the case of John V. Trevor, 
of Leamington. 

Trevor, who was associated with the Pilgrim 
Players, under the Council for the Encourage- 
ment of Music and the Arts, when he went 
before the tribunal at Bristol in 1941, was 
allowed to continue that association, and when 
ENSA invited him to undertake work for them 
in the Middle East he had to ask for a vari- 


ation in his conditions. This was refused b: 
the local tribunal but granted on appeal. i 


U.S. Hunger Strikers 


The hunger-strike by COs in Lewis- 
burg, Pennysylvania, penitentiary 
against excessive censorship of 
material sent in to prisoners (re- 
ported in PN, Dec. 17) seems, accord- 
ing to information belatedly arriving 
am USA, to have produced some 
result. 


“In a general release to newspapers de- 
scribing the situation,” says the Nov. 15 issue 
of The Reporter (published by the National 
Service Board for Religious Objectors), ‘James 
Bennett, director of the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons, said: ‘It seems obviously impos- 
sible to comply with all the demands of the 
strikers in respect to censorship or inspection 
of mail, but we are willing to reconsider and 
review the regulations regarding correspondence 
and the admission of reading matter’.” 


- 

John Barclay has the following dates free 
for London Groups: Jan. 21 and 31: Feb. 
2—-4, 10—18, 22, 24 and 26. Requeath, 
giving alternative dates if possible, should be 
sent to 64 Ellerton Rd., S.W.18. 


Dean). 


CLASSIFIED 


TERMS: Cash with order, except 
for series bookings. Copy by Monday. 
2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d, (Box 
No. 6d, extra.) Address for Box No. 
replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4, 


Owing to pressure on space we 
reserve the right to hold over adver- 
tisements and to limit the frequency 
of continuing advertisements. 

-When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote its first 
words, classification, and date. 
ee 

ACCOMMODATION 

BIRMINGHAM area, smal! house or 
other accommodation wanted to rent 
or buy. Davies, 63 Peacock Rd., Bir- 
mjngham 14. 

CAN anyone help? Homeless 
through selfishness of employer, fur- 
niture in store for months. Wanted, 
self-contained flat or house, Home or 
adjoining Counties. Box 265, 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays , or restful recupera- 
tion; all modern comforts. A, and K. 
S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Matlock 
(Station: Ambergate; Tel. Ambergate 
44). 

DESPERATELY needed, modern 
house to let within hour's travelling 
distance London, or exchange lovely 
house Bournemouth, Box 258. 

LADY offers well furnished home 
flat (near Surbiton) to gentlewoman; 
must assist with work. Terms on 
interview. Box 257. 

WILL ANYONE help woman (50) 
pacifist; to find paid post. She has run 
own home many years, has office 
training, used to responsibility and 
trust, has some small knowledge and 
great love of books, keen hard worker 
if interested, liking for country life 
and dogs, open to try anything. Box 
7O YE VALLEY (and Forest of 
Guest house in own parkland 
Mild dis~ 

centre. 
Briavels, 


1 


160 acres. Very tranquil. 
ee Delightful walking 
From £3. “Lindors,” St. 


GI OUNG PACIFIST COUPLE ur- 
gently need hous® or flat near Ux- 
bridge. Oliver, 69 Castle Rd., North- 
olt. Middlesex. 


EDUCATIONAL 
FIND RECREATION and new 
power to serve through speaking and 
writing. Correspondence (also visit) 
Jessons 5s.. classes 1s. 6d. Dorothy 
Matthews, B.A., 82 Primrose Hill Rd., 
London, N.W.3. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


FOR SALE AND WANTED 


BEAUTIFULLY made cigarette 
cases. Hand made throughout. Wood- 
en, leather covered, lined. Hold 15. 
Flat. 10s. incl. postage. Fred Page, 
8 Mill La., Lower Beeding, Horsham, 
Sussex. 

I WILL PAY 10s. weekly for 5lbs. 
of beech nut cases found in thousands 
under Beech trees. Bag and postage 


paid, letter first. Box 259. 
LAMB BRAND Typewriter Ribbons, 
cleanest, clearest, longest, 3s. 6d. 


postage paid; 10s. three: 18s. 6d. six. 
Name models, colours. Hardman and 
Sons, 15 Prospect Pl., Preston. 

STURMEY medium-ratio 4 gp. gear. 
Would exchange for Electric Gramo- 
phone Turntable, Caudle, ‘‘Buckland,” 
Wallisdown Rd., Bournemouth. 

WAR RESISTERS’ INTER- 
NATIONAL would welcome gifts of 
foreign stamps, for subsequent sale 
on behalf of W.R.I. funds. Any such 


gifts received with gratitude. Please 
send to the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national, 11 Abbey Rd., Enfield, 


Middlesex. 


LAND AND COMMUNITY 


ESSENTIAL and constructive work. 
Women at Holton Beckering would 
welcome co-operation of others free to 
help in running farmhouses for young 
farmworkers with progressive pur- 
pose. Particulars from Community 
Farming Society, Holton Beckering, 
Wragby. Lines. 

LAND group requires C©.O. for 
market gardening work. Keep and 5s. 
nocket money. Apply Secretary. Oak- 
lea, Great North Rd., Welwyn, Herts. 


LITERATURE, etc. 


CHRIST IS COMING. Paradise to 
be restored on earth. Read “‘God’s 
Picture Book,”’ 8d., from Secretary, 
Prophetic League, 21 Poplar Grove, 
New Malden, Surrey. é 

GIFT FOR C.0.s in prison. “How 
Green Was My Valley.” Relatives 
write. Marshall, 21 Wheatlands Drive, 
Bradford. Yorks. 

BOOKS LOANED to C.0O.s on land, 
etc.; without obligation. Write for 
list Marshall as above, 

HAVE YOU visiteq the ‘Pioneer 
Bookshop? Largest stock in London 
of Socialist and Progressive literature. 
A visit will repay you—and us. Books 
sent to order. Open 11.30 to 6 (Sats. 
ahs eu Charlotte Place, “nodge 
St., W.1. 


Literature, etc., continued 


“INDIA: Who is Responsible?” 
gives striking facts concerning Indian 
conditions. By C. H. Wilson, M.P., 
and Douglas Owen. 4d. per: copy 
(including postage) from D. Owen, 6 
Mount St., Manchester 2. 

LOVE rules the world. It is un- 
dying, unalterable, the One and only 
Power and Attraction. .“The Voice 
Within,” the organ of the Friends of 
God. Contents: The Foundation 
Stone; Life; Creative Evolution; The 
Spiritual Law of Attraction; etc. 2s. 
6d. post free, apply Secretary, Bryn- 
hyfryd, Beaumaris, Anglesey. 


MEETINGS, etc. 


EDINBURGH. Mon., Jan. 17, 7.30, 
Friends’ House, 28 Stafford St., 
Maurice Rowntree. 

INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY, 
London Federation, are holding an 
International Dance (Georgian Seren- 
aders Band) on; Sat., Jan. 22, Large 
Conway Hall, Red Lion Sq., W.C.1, 
7.20—10.30. Single tickets 2s. 6d., 
Double 4s. 


INDIAN INDEPENDENCE NOW! 
Public Meeting on Sun., Jan. 23, at 3 
p.m.. at the Holborn Hall (Gray’s Inn 
Rd., W.C.1). Indian speakers, national 
songs. Organized by The Swaraj 
bn 82 Percy St., W.1. (Museum 
g2 tie 


LIVERPOOL. Dr. A. D. Belden will 
speak on ‘“‘A New Plan for Abolishing 
War” at the Friends’ Institute, Isling- 


ton, Liverpool, at 7 p.m. on Mon., 
dan, 24. 
PRISON MEDICAL REFORM 


speaker available following areas and 
dates: Mar. 20-30, Lancs.; Apr. 1-9, 
Hants.; May 20-31, S.W. Scotland. 
Groups invited to anply to P.M.R.C.. 
5 Lower Camden, Chislehurst, Kent. 
Jie si ae Se 


PERSONAL 


JOIN Victory Correspondence Club, 
84 Honeywell Rd., S.W.11, for con- 
genial pen-friends. Stamp. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


KINGSMOOR SCHOOL, Glossop, 
Derbyshire. An additional resident 
Master required to assist with Piano- 
forte tuition and take some junior 
school work. Should be exempt from 
National Service. Salary according to 
experience and/or qualifications, Apply 
in writing to the Headmaster. 

MEDICAL Assistant requireg with 


view to partnership. Apply Dr. 
Harold Thomas, St. Clare, Merthyr 
Tydfil. 


Situations Vacant continued 


ORGANIZER, London Area P.P.U., 
salary £3 10s. to £4 per week, either 
sex. Applications should t be made 
in the first place but réquests for fuil 
particulars should be addressed‘ to The 
Secretary, London Area P.P.U., 8 
Endsleigh Gdns., W.C.1, up till Wed., 
Jan. 19. Envelopes marked “Appoint- 
ment.” 


REQUIRED immediately, a Secre- 
tary and a Gardener Handyman for 
evacuated Nursery and Junior School. 
For particulars apply; giving some 
details of own experience, to the Sec- 
retary, Fortis Green School, Aspley 
Guise, Bletchley, Bucks. 


SOCIAL Relief and Land Work. 
Alternate periods in Market Garden 
Community and Town Service Units. 
Write R.S.U., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


TEACHER (10-14 year group) and 
House-Mother wanted urgently for 
lively children small (progressive 
school staffed by keen young people 
living communa!ly and sharing gen- 
eral duties. Free scope but little free 


time. Photo, Freemount, Bacton, 
Hereford. 
TRACTOR - PLOUGHMAN C.O., 


leaving to farm on own behalf, re- 
commends vacancy to any capable 
C.0., preferably experienced (caravan 
accommodation, pretty country, near 
Reading). Stafford, Hatchgate Farm, 
Hurst, Berks. 


YOUNG MAN (single) as general 
helper on small farm; experience ad- 
vantage but not essential if strong, 
willing and keen to learn. Box 264. 


Y.W.C.A. HOSTEL for Land Army, 
Thornhaugh Rectory, nr. Peterboro’, 
requires Resident Cook, Pacifist war- 
dens. Apply Warden. 

500%, SHARE in Profits plus agri- 
cultural wage offered experienced 
marketgardener to manage and de- 
velop marketgarden Hertfordshire. 
Only experienced man wanted. Wife 
ce household parttime. Apply Box 
238. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


ACCOUNTANT, ex-gaol C€.0., pre- 
pares all forms of accounts, audits, 
income tax returns ete. Box 237. 

C.0. GARDENER, honours arts 
Cambridge, seeks new post, N. London 
area. Any suggestions? Box 263. 

C.0. (MALE) exempt, First Class 
Honours B.A. (Frencky and German). 
Tp. Ed., urgently requires work. Box 

€.0., 18, SEEKS land work, 12 
months experience general farm work. 
Accommodation required. Welling, 
France Bottom, Alfriston, Sussex. 


Situations and Work Wanteg contd. 


EXPERIENCED Audit Clerk, 238 
C.0., unconditionally exempt, requires 
similar position or clerical work with 
some accountancy. Preferably North- 
West area, but not essential, Adver- 
tiser R.V., c/o P.P.U. Office, 41 John 
Dalton St., Manchester. 

MARRIED C.0O. requires market 
garden-farm work; 3 years varied 
land experience; wife willing to assist 
in house; experience of community 
ung: accommodation required. Box 

PACIFIST on land seeks spare-time 
postal accountancy work to supple- 
ment income. Box 256. 

QUALIFIED Solicitor (unadmitted), 
experienced book-keeper, seeks work 
oe or of social nature. Box 

WILL ANYONE offer home to 
German refugee family (3 children ; 
2 school age) within daily reach Ayles- 
bury? Reasonable rent; furniture 
available; very urgent. F-C.R.A., 
Bloomsbury House, W.C.1, 

YOUNG WOMAN C.O, wants work, 
would like to combine literary inter- 
Sue. and gifts with land work. Box 


MISCELLANEOUS 

ADVERTISER would like 23 
months rest on farm, moderate terms; 
locality Catholic church. Albin, 12 
River St., Rhyl, Wales. 

BURL’S, Cycle Maker, F.I.Cyc.T., 
wishes to thank client for PN recom- 
mendation. 722b Olé Kent Rd., Lon- 
don, S.E.15. New Cross 4129. 

ELECTION. Assistants wanted for’ 
Kirkcaldy Election, Feb. 1, for fort- 
night or three weeks; wages to cover 
all expenses only; rigorous work. 
Write stating age and any experience 
to Donald Port, 71 High St., Kirk- 
caldy, Fife, 

INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington. Lectures every Tuesday 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro- 
ductions, Consultations all problems. 
Western 8935, 

OPPORTUNITY for real service. 
Resident helper wanted in Basque 
Children’s Home. Mainly cooking and 
sewing but plenty of variety and in- 
terest. £2 per week. The Culvers, 
Carshalton, Surrey. WaHington 3587. 

REG. G. BAILEY, M.S.F., N.C.P., 
member of British Health Freedom 
League, Osteopath and Naturopath, 
ex-Maidstone College Graduate C.O. 
Natural treatment of disease. Consul- 
tations by appointment. 184 Hoppers 
Rd., Winchmore Hill, N.21. Palmers 
Green 7868. 

WORKING party for C.0.s’ families 
urgently needs help in sewing and 
renovations. Write Walton, Station 


Rd., W. Hagley, Worcs, 
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Support for 
Policy 


FAR MORE THAN 
PROTESTS 


AR more letters of sympathy 
than of protest have been 
received by the Bishop of 

Gloucester, Dr. A. C. Headlam, 
ag a result of thie condemnation 
of Allied bombing policy ex- 
pressed in his December diocesan 
magazine (and reported in Peace 
News, Dec. 17). , 


Revealing this in the current issue 
of his magazine, Dr. Headlam says 
the protests seemed inspired by a 
spirit of vengeance. ‘‘They addressed 
me as a ‘lily-livered weakling,’ a ‘poor 
fool,’ and a ‘beastly German friend’.” 


* % a 


A Birmingham correspondent com- 
ments on.the “hypocrisy” of associ- 
ating the bombing with the Christmas 
spirit. He sends us a press cutting 
(undated) which reports that 

‘“‘Among the bombs dropped on Berlin by the 
Canadian Bomber Group on Wednesday was a 
block-buster for which the citizens of Ontario 
subscribed 1,000,000 dollars in war savings 
stamps. The bomb/| bore the names of Ontario 
cities, towns and villages, and the inscription 
read: ‘Ontario citizens’ special Christmas card 
to the Reich’.” 

After this (adds the correspondent) 
came the chiming of the Christmas 
bells, followed by sermons of “peace 
and good will to all men.” 


TEST OF FITNESS 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


subsequent change of heart, we made 
war inevitable. . 

The second condition for our moral 
fitness to demand an unconditional 
surrender rests on very much the 
same ground, If we made so bad a 
use of the “Knock-out-blow” twenty- 
five years ago, and have hitherto 
shown so little sign either of accept- 
ing our full measure of blame for it, 
or of having repented for its bad 
results, how can we have any con- 
fidence that we are in a right state 
of heart or mind for doing any 
better under like circumstances? 

Well, here is a test, which even 
though it does not come from the 
enemy——-as I suggest that it might 
come—we can yet present to our own 
conscienees. g 

Suppose a time comes when Ger- 
many, recognizing that complete 
military defeat is' unavoidable, makes 
what it is now the fashion to call a 
“peace offensive,’ and offers com- 
plete military surrender—upon one 
eondition: that condition being that 
we shall acknowledge our share of 


responsibility (on such facts as 
stated above) in bringing about 
this war. 

INSULTING? 


ee, 

Am I wrong in thinking “that any such pro- 
posal would be rejected as an insult to our 
dignity by the Government, and by the vast 
majority of the nation? And if Germany’s 
reply was that, in that case, the war must stil! 
go on, in what. position would our self-righte- 
ousness have landed us? 

Just this: that rather than admit an un- 
welcome truth hurtful to our national pride, 
we would prefer to let war go on, and send 
thousands and thousands of our young men to 
death—quite wastefully, not in the cause of 
truth, or righteousness, or honour, but of un- 
truth and dishonour. 


At Versailles we forced Germany, as a con- 
dition of peace, to sign a lie (which our states- 
men knew to be a lie) and for years kept her 
to it. And if now we are of no mind to sign 
our name to a truth which we know to be a 
truth, are we of a right mind and morally fit 
to demand unconditional surrender? 


A reply to Wilfred Wellock: 


“A Modern Luddite” 
by Ronald H. Smith 


in the January 
peace COMMENTARY 


also: 


ALEX. MILLER on “Christian 
Meekness and Power Politics” 


On sale at PPU Bookshop, 3d. Or 2s. 
for 6 issues from Peace Commentary, 
16 Mecklenburgh Sqa., London, W.C.1. 


Bishop Critic of Bombing 


‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


staggered by the violence of Pravda’s 
attack upon him for saying in the 
New York Times that everyone in 
America is worried by Russia’s inten- 
tions in regard to the political integ- 
rity of the border-States (News 
Chronicle, Jan. 6). Once more Russia 
repeats her consistent warning: “No 
business of yours,” this time adding to 
it an unecomplimentary insinuation 
about Mr. Willkie’s political manoeuv- 
ring. 

Since Mr, Willkie considers himself 
persona grata in USSR, the rebuff is 
galling. Moreover, it knocks the bot- 
tom out of his campaign against the 
President for not being sufficiently 
‘Russophil. The condition of a Russo- 
phil policy in USA is that the USSR 
should deal gently with the border- 
States, especially Poland, for the 40 
millions of Catholies in USA are sym- 
pathetic, The obvious determination 
of Russia to settle her frontiers for 
herself and not to allow them to be a 
subject of discussion at any peace con- 
ference may,queer not only all Mr. 
Willkie’s chances of being Presidential 
candidate, but the possibility of post- 
war co-operation between USA and 
USSR. 


|The “Liberated” Starve -— 


J SPOKE of the 
Southern Italy. — 
two newspaper cuttings which ap- 
peared on the same day (Dec. 20). 
The first, from the correspondent of 
The Times in Italy, describes the con- 
ditions of stavation. Supplies of food 
has disappeared from the open mar- 
ket. Amgot distributes a bread ration 
of about 5 oz. a day—i.e. 2 lbs. of 
bread per week. Flour can be pro- 
cured in the black market at 20 to 40 
times the price ofthe controlled issue. 
“The situation in the Naples area and also 
in the remote country villages has become 
acute. The poorer classes are certainly on a 
starvation diet. I know of villages not far 
from Naples where the inhabitants are sub- 
sisting mainly on apples, 

“It is a regrettable fact that the problem of 
food-control is made much more difficult by the 
purchases of Allied troops which powerfully 
stimulate the activity of the black market. So 
long as troops are permitted to eat in public 
restaurants, and army clubs and regimental 
messes compete with the inhabitants for the 
restricted supply, so long will prices soar and 
the plight of civilians grow worse... 

“Tt is not merely a question whether or not 
the Italians shall be preserved from starvation. 
Southern Italy is the first part of Europe to be 
de‘ivered from the hands of the totalitarian 
Powers. The rest of the Continent is doubtless 


watching closely to see how it will fare at the 
hands of the Allies.” 


When precisely the same thing hap- 
pened in the countries which the Ger- 
mans occupied, it was put down to 
deliberate savagery. 


—While “Liberators” Gorge 


. 

ALSO on Dec. 20, but in the Evening 
~~~ Standard, appeared another mes- 
sage from a correspondent in Italy: 

“Allied troops are going to be better fed 
this Christmas than troops have ever been fed 
before . . . Christmas dinners are going to be 
a mAjor military operation . .. NAAFI issues 
are being supplemented throughout the armies 
with good locally-procured fattened flesh from 
the rolling Adriatic coast farms, and the best 
fowl, pig, and vegetable the village-markets 
can provide ... Quartermasters are taking the 
afternoon off now and then to see what they 
can -find worth buying in the vilages’ and 
farms near by... ” 


There is nothing new, to the student 
of history, in this appalling contrast. 
Armies of liberation have always been 


Gerald Heard’s Experiment 


“An increasing number of young 
conscientious objectors from Civilian 
Public Service camps within reach use 
their precious vacation days to visit 
Trabuco,” Gerald Heard’s “experi- 
mental centre” in California, reported 
The Friend, Dec. 31, which gave the 
following description of the centre. 


Gerald Heard believes that no readjustments 
of society on the material and politica! levels 
will suffice to meet man’s need. A supreme 
effort is required to bring the individual con- 
sciousness into harmony with spiritual reality, 
by way ofshumility and self-discipline, prayer 
and study and conditions of frugal and inten- 
tional living. So he and some friends have 
formed the Centre near Trabuco Canyon, Cali- 
fornia, as a place of education for effective 
action. 


The low, red-roofed buildings in the Spanish- 
American style stand on the foothills of moun- 
tains which rise to almost 6,000 feet. The 
residents are constantiy joined by individuals 
and groups of up to 25 peonle, who come for a 
short period to share the life of prayer, medi- 
tation, intellectual study and physical labour. 


RUSSIA LOSING AMERICAN SYMPATHY ? 


a curse to the people they liberated. 
The horror is that, at this point in 
human history, we should pretend it 
is otherwise. 


Common Wealth Again 


HE =Government, and the Conservative 
I Party, must be worrying a little over the 
victory of the Common Wealth candidate at 
Skipton—an agricultural constituency with a 
long Tory history—and this in spite of the 
handicap of an independent Labour candidate 
demanding action on all the reports up to 
Beveridge. No less than 70% of the electorate 
voted, which suggests that Common Wealth has 
also succeeded in injecting some vitality into 
the current apathy of politics. Though the 
Daily Mail ascribes the result to the farmers’ 
grievance against Mr. Hudson, it is more 
likely, as The Times says, that it is due to 
general impatience with the Government’s 
failure to produce any policy of domestic 
reconstruction. 
Fa struck me that blasphemy could hardly go. 

further than the one word CalVary at the 
head of an evangelistic poster now displayed 
in London. 


Prisoner-of-war 
Ambassador of 
Friendship 


RECENTLY repatriated Aus- 


A tralian prisoner of War has 
written from Egypt, where he was 
awaiting transport to Australia, to a 
woman in this country giving her a 
message from a German friend. In 
his letter he says: 

“While in Germany I was at Oflag 
— ... Here I made the acquaintance 
of a young German under-officer 
known to me as Hans. He was very 
good to me in more ways than one and 
did his utmost to get me repatriated 
to England, where my people live, but 
without success, Hans wished me to 
tell you that both he and his people 
were safe and well, 

“Hans has promised to write to me 
after the war.” 

A copy of the letter has been sent 
to us by a Welsh reader whose son 
is a friend of the Hans referred to. 


Craftsmanship | 


@ Mechanism 


Before Christmas I was making a toy motor bus: I have no lathe, so I had 
to cut the wheels with a saw and finish them with a spokeshave, They were 
adequate wheels on which the bus runs without noticeable eccentricity, but 


they are individual-wheels, one distinguishable from another. 


And I thought, 


as I made them, of Wilfred Wellock’s craftsman, none of whose chairs was 
precisely the same, and wondered if I was carving myself a place among 


the elect. 


L=t my mild joke not be taken too 
far. TI recognize its deficiencies 


“liberation” of | 28 2 text for a sermon. I do not deny 


R.W. sends me | 


that among the wooden wheels that 
still do noble work on farm carts the 
eraftsman’s wheel is the aristocrat 
and entitled to respect. But the fact 
remains that at my level ot o¢cupa- 
tion lathe-turned wheels, each indis- 
tinguishable from its companions, 
would have been better than my 
rough-hewn ones, 

Wheels are significant, for they are 
the basis of practically all industrial 
development. And the principle of 
their function is the perfection of 
their circularity. Though in the 
wooden wheel, using a somewhat un- 
precise material, care for the in- 
dividual qualities of grain and tough- 
ness is of supreme importance, the 
principle of precision remains, 
essential and unable to be obscured. 
The craftsman wheelwright’s job was 
to make, at a certain level of technical 
production, the precise out of the 
imprecise—the perfect wheel out of 
the variable wood. There is no virtue 
in however lovingly constructed a 
wheel if it is not round, and the 
aesthetic and human valuation of the 
craftsman’s work includes the recog- 
nition of the functional and aesthetic 
value of precision. It is a point which 
is less obvious in the chairmaker’s 
work, for though good chairs have 
fitness for purpose, their range of 
adaptation is, so to speak, wider. 

* % * 

Suppose for a moment we set aside 
(without denying) the values of in- 
dividual craftsmanship, and follow up 
the aesthetic element of precision. If 
there is satisfaction in selecting from 
the wood store the pieces most suited 
to a purpose of precision, is there not 
satisfaction in selecting from the 
world’s store of materials those which 
best suit each purpose of precision, 
and so refining them that they can 
be relied upon always to be the same 
and perfect for their job? Is there 
not satisfaction, if old methods will 
not work these materials, in inventing 
new methods that will? And when, 
in terms of precision, we have 
achieved virtual perfection can we be 
content with less? 


That is, I suggest, a reasonable 
train of thought, and in one para- 
graph it takes us from the crafts- 
man’s wheel to modern tehniques of 
production, For the achievement of 
virtual perfection in any kind means 
loss of individualization. 


The craftsman’s wheel is individual 
because its material is incapable of 
refinement to perfection for its job. 

The perfection of mechanism is not, of 
course, quite absolute, but the standard of 
judgment which it implies has already estab- 
lished its hold. We may have preferences 
among the different makes of car, but if we 
buy an Austin, we expect the standard, nearly 
perfected article, the model car that Austin’s 
claim to produce, not some individual variation 
upon it. The ideal of ‘‘an Austin” is, so to 
speak, one and indivisible. 

* % * 
Let it be admitteq that in pursuing this 


ideal of precision we have produced something 
like a slave class sf mass labourers. 


by 
ALAN STANILAND 


have failed in sense of proportion, the aesthetic 
and purposive claim of precision yet retains its 
validity, and has for some of the workers in 
industry, if not for all, a value that the return 
to wood«craftsmanship cannot offer, It was a 
man of no small sensibility, Lawrence of 
Arabia, who joined the RAF because it was the 
only place where he couid have the privilege of 
handling the latest types of aero engines. The 
aesthetic of mechanization may be reserved to 
the few among the producers, but it is re- 
inforced by the aesthetic of precision among 
the consumers, who by their belief that there 
can be a best, and their desire that they should 
be able to buy it, clamp down upon others, and 
often upon themselves, the technique of mass 
production. 

One may say that the standard is not justi- 
fied in its social results. That does not make it 
the less perverse to refuse to recognize that in 
one sense mass production is the logic of per- 
fection. ,Competition and private profit may 
have been the social method of its growth, but 
its creators were the scientists and technicians 
to whom refined iron and attested steel are the 
equivalents of the right piece of wood which 
the craftsman sorted out from his miscellane- 
ous wood store. For the mass worker the 
return to mediaevalism might mean a fuller 
life, but not for the technician, who would deny 
his skill if he turned away from the standards 
of precision which are his discipline. It is true 
that there are materials of production that 
remain so far irredeemably individual, and that 
in the drive to precision we have often for- 
gotten that the recognition of individualism— 
as, for instance, in “the living soil’’——is no 
less a part of precise thought than the refine- 
ment of standard materials. But an unreasoned 
prejudice for the individual against the refined 
is no less a defect of truth. Both principles of 
perfection have to be given place in our society, 
and I believe that we can discern better and 
more realistic hopes of-social fulfilment if we 
discipline ourselves to reject the easy rejection 
of mechanization, Then and then only shall we 
see what features of mechanized society are 
essential and what are capable of change. 
Certain inessentia! peculiarities, at least, seem 
to have passed quite unnoticed in the articles 
and discussions in Peace News, and to offer a 
line of inquiry that may have its value. 


An Appeal to YOU 


\ by 
John Middleton Murry 


PEACE News, like” most other 

things today, has undergone a 
metamorphosis. I hope and believe 
its new form will commend itself to 
our readers, and induce them to com- 
mend Peace News to others. 

For it is of the most urgent im- 
portance that we should extend our 
circulation to the limit of our paper 
quota. This means that 2,000 more 
copies must. be sold every week. This 
is essential if the future strength and 
influence of Peace News are to reach 
the maximum. Not only because a 
new reader gained now may well pro- 
duce ten in the post-war (or pre-post- 
war) revulsion, but because increase 
of circulation means added financial 
strength for the future. 

I appeal personally to every seller 
of Peace News, every group secre- 
tary, to set himseff the simple, 
though arduous, task of increasing his 
sales by ten per cent. in the coming 
two months, 
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